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CHAPTER     FIFTEEN

We return  to Rosalba

KING PADELLA made very similar proposals
to Rosalba to those which she had received from
the various Princes who, as we have seen, had fallen
in love with her. His Majesty was a widower, and
offered to marry his fair captive that instant, but she
declined his invitation in her usual polite, gentle
manner, stating that Prince Giglio was her love, and
that any other union was out of the question. Having
tried tears and supplications in vain, this violent-
tempered monarch menaced her with threats and
tortures; but she declared she would rather suffer
all these than accept the hand of her father's murderer,
who left her finally, uttering the most awful impreca-
tions, and bidding her prepare for death on the follow-
ing morning.

All night long the King spent in advising how he
should get rid of this obdurate young creature.
Cutting off her head was much too easy a death for
her; hanging was so common in his Majesty's domin-
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